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Eiko Tanimoto

President of the Board of Trustees, Chancellor, Kansai Gaidai University
Honorary Chair, Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to those of you in the Alumni Association for your continued support.

Kansai Gaidai University and Kansai Gaidai College have entered a new stage for advancement and growth. Looking to the
future, we are taking the current predicaments surrounding higher education as an opportunity for university reform.

Next April we are welcoming two new additions to our list of faculties and departments; the College of Global Engagement, and
the School of English and Digital Communication in our College of Foreign Studies. Additionally, the Junior College (tandai) has
set its standards as having the highest reputation among all colleges in Japan and is striving to enhance the strength and
recognition of the “Gai-tan” brand through learner-oriented education.

There is demand for practical English language skills, substantial knowledge, and world-class insight especially in these
uncertain times. One of the missions of Kansai Gaidai is to expand our innovations and foster global human resources, with the
achievements of our alumni at the foundation.

Classes have returned on campus to face-to-face format as of April 2022, and all club and circle activities have resumed as well.
While the coronavirus situation is still a concern and precautions continue to be taken, it is a joy to see that smiles and
enthusiasm have returned. It is now time to commence university reform.

The support of all alumni is indispensable for any progress we aim to make. We appreciate and look forward to your further
guidance and encouragement.
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Hideyuki Fujiki chair

Kansai Gaidai University Alumni Association (KGUAA)

Fellow alumni, as you know, social activity has been drastically affected by the COVID situation for over two years now. Students
were deprived of opportunities to be on campus, and part-time job openings decreased, which seriously affected student finances.
The Alumni Association, in cooperation with the university, has provided financial assistance to those students.

Alumni Association related events were forced into suspension, namely, our annual Homecoming Day and branch events.
However, while COVID-related virus continues to mutate into different forms, classes resumed on campus this April for the first
time in two years, and the Alumni Association is also making a fresh start by resuming alumni activities. Firstly, we have been
proactive in organizing our Homecoming Day as well as resuming branch events, including the inaugural meetings of both the
Hokuriku and Kyushu branches.

Our alma mater has advanced remarkably, and the number of graduates is nearing 200,000, with close to half of those being from
the Junior College. In light of this, our aim is to deepen cross-sectional ties among University and Junior College alumni (including
those from Kansai Gaidai Hawaii College) under an "All Kansai Gaidai" philosophy. We start this by adding the term “Junior
College” to our official name in Japanese. We hope that alumni will unite under this philosophy. While members, staff, and officers
of the Alumni Association will provide as much support for this as possible, your support will be greatly appreciated as well.

On the back cover of this newsletter, we have included a request for donations to support the activities of the Alumni Association.
We hope that you will understand the purpose of this request and show us your cooperation.

On behalf of the KGUAA, I wish you the best and look forward to seeing you at the annual events.
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I have kindly been offered space to write on the long relationship
between Kansai Gaidai University and myself, from 1981 to my
expected retirement in 2024 after teaching English Conversation,
English Composition and French, and later Area Studies (my
trademark subject), Seminars, Comparative Culture and Introduction to
British Studies.

From 1982 | got more involved in Gaidai life through student training
camps, mostly with the Interpreter Guide Club, and through its Guiding
Contests in Kyoto temples; | loved all of this. | also established a circle
for practice in French Conversation.

I am deeply grateful to Gaidai for its positive attitude to innovation and its tolerance of an incorrigible maverick
like me. Some of you will remember the plays we staged in class; others the albums that Seminar students
created; still others the “Muzzy” course for learning French through English; and the younger among you, the
“lecture scripts”, which replaced textbooks, and the discussion-and-presentation activities in the Introduction to
UK Studies classes, sadly ended by the corona crisis. | certainly remember one “Mary Wollstonecraft” group
whooping for joy one Friday after receiving full marks for their presentation!

My teaching principles have always been based on four fundamental ideas: from my uncle, a teacher (in France)
of History-and-Geography like me, who said: “The beauty of teaching is in what one gives to others with one’s
knowledge and one’s heart.”

From my mother, also a teacher, who insisted that teachers must read everything students write. | do; and it’s
fun, full of interesting opinions and amazing tidbits that students dig up from the Internet.

From Fr Peter Milward of Sophia University: “Learning should be enjoyable, not painful.” Students learn but can
also create and analyse, for mental enrichment, instead of simply memorising.

And from Fr Richard Blundell of my secondary school, Wimbledon College: “Interaction should be based upon
Trust.” So | trust. Students aren’t all angels but most appreciate being trusted, and respond with high-quality
work.

After singing on stage with La Vérité, Gaidai’s choral singing club, at the 2004 Graduation ceremonies, | was
encouraged by the Student Affairs Office to look in on them one day. | did; the welcome was instantaneous. |
was “one of them” forthwith, and still am, as tenor or harpist; their genuine warmth remains unchanged. One of
them once wrote on a class attendance slip, “We love you. Please don’t leave Gaidai!”

When | started teaching at Osaka Gakuin University, before Gaidai, | was warned: “Students are terrible. They
don’t study.” 44 years later, | must disagree. The majority, when cajoled, produce excellent work. Some students
actively encourage other students to perform well. In this atmosphere it is difficult to find "bad students”. They
exist, but are rare.

Happily, | remain in touch with some former students, including six 1982 graduates. E-mail and Facebook make
this easier. Of course | use English or French —never Japanese!

Finally, one request to all: “Love yourselves more.” It’s fine to love one’s group — school, company, country —
but loving oneself is also important. It generates happiness within oneself; happy people make others happy.
True, unhappiness exists; but people who don’t love themselves can never be happy. So please love yourselves,
all of you!

God Bless you all.
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